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MAHMOUD PAKNIAT:

“PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE TAKE PART :

IN THE

Mahmoud Pakniat spoke about the
holding of the 100-second-film festival
and said, “Regarding the dramatic
works, such as theater and cinema,
the more festivals are held, the more
are needed, as if we want them to be
continued, the culture of watching and
reviewing the films should be promoted.”
He added, “As you certainly know, our
cinema sometimes strays away from
the main road, while those directors
and other people in this field should be
supported, as they have proved during
the long years that they are capable to
produce admirable and remarkable
works.”

Moreover, Pakniat said, “Review and
discussion meetings, which are held in
such festivals, are led to great outcomes,
provided they are truthful. Holding
this festival, therefore, will be definitely
impressive and moreover, the producers
will be able to watch the works of one
another once per year.”

While explaining that 100-second-
film festival is a kind of work, he said,
“a 100-second film should be able to
convey the best message in the shortest
duration of time; that is, we should
be able to present the work in a very

i

fleeting time which is very difficult and,
the professionals usually participate in it
and try to send the message within this
short time.”

Pakniat talked about the impressions the
youth get from this type of the festivals
and said, “When a festival the audience
of which are ninety percent among the
youth is held, we can say for sure that the
festival is undoubtedly of a promising
future; since the people interested in
this festival are the cinema goers of
our time who are mostly young people;
we may therefore be hopeful that they
are pleasing to the youth and contain a
lesson for them.

“This kind of festivals are of great
importance in our country; if the films
are screened in other countries as well,
it will be great, as the works of the
artists of our country are performed
and introduced; the 100-second works,
the making of which is very difficult,
are introduced to the people in other
countries. Moreover, we should keep in
mind that any person who proceeds to
create a cultural work, it belongs to the
whole world of humanity not only to
one’s own country. We should promote
the necessary culture in this field.”

Director of “Thread 143",
Narges Abyar said:

“the 100 Second Film
Festival helps the
filmmakers to gain
experience and get
matured”

Narges Abyar, who was talking
about the 100-Second-Film Festival,
observed, “Lots of film festivals are
held in our country some of which
have got great importance; and the
100-Second-Film Festival is one of
them.” About the effective outcomes
of the 100-Second-Film Festival on
young filmmakers, the author said:
“Young filmmakers through making
short films and 100-minute movies
get matured, so that they may be
able to create features and much
better films in future and refrain
from being loquacious.”

The 100-Second-Film Festival and
making very short length movies
really helps the directors in a way
that they get to the point they want
to, in the shortest possible time.
Director of “Thread 143, also
said: “given the great ideas this
festival has, it can be an appropriate
opportunity for young filmmakers
to show their potentials in this field
and convey the proper concepts to
the audience within the least length
of time.

Abyar added: “With due attention
to all the goals this festival tries
to realize, it will definitely have
positive impression on the Iranian
Cinema.”

She also pointed out that, “The point
which should be kept in mind in all
the film festival we hold in Iran is
this, that we should be able to screen
the films competing in these festivals
in other countries so that the artists
there may get in touch with and be
aware of our artist’s valuable works
and their potentials.

This director and author added,
“The 100-Second-Film Festival,
considering the goal it has, will be
able to present desirable outcomes in
every and each course.



SEYED MAHDI TABATABAEINEJAD, ARTISTIC SECRETARY OF THE FESTIVAL:

100 SECOND FILMS FESTIVAL IS A
NECESSITY OF THE CINEMA OF FUTURE

The gathering of the 9th International 100 Second
Films Festival was held at the Artistic Center of
Tehran, while Seyed Mahdi Tabatabaeinejad, the
artistic secretary of festival, and Ali Ghorbani, the
executive secretary of festival were attending.
Tabatabaeinejad, the managing director of
Documentary & Experimental Film Center,
pointing out that the auspicious event of 100
Second Films Festival has been a route passed
through the previous eight years, said: “The
moral cinema is a jewel, adorning 100 Second
Films Festival. Trying to find a similar to 100
second films in the field of literature, this kind of
films might be compared to a single verse.”

He added: From this point of view, 100 second
films festival is the film of messages, which is
also appropriate to our fast-moving world.

The artistic secretary of the festival indicated that
previously we had short films, but nowadays,
very short films are considered a section in
international film festivals, too. He explained:
“This is an opportunity to convey our message
rapidly. The real manager of a TV channel is
the one who has the TV remote control at hand.
However, the advertisement billboards of the
city have no remote control, and can be used for
broadcasting 100 second films.”
Tabatabaeinejad, emphasizing on production and
broadcasting 100 films, declared: “In this year’s
festival, only 100 second films were accepted,
while in previous years, radio programs and
films recorded by cellphone were also present.
Also, some of the films admitted to this festival
are parts of a feature film that have a complete
meaning and message independently.

There is no admission board in this festival
The artistic secretary of the 9th International
100 Second Films Festival also pointed out:
“Something that was unique to this year’s
festival is that we had no admission board.
This is of course common in world festivals,
as accepting films is usually in the power of the
festival secretary, who might assign a group to
do this. In this area, we tried to act according
to festival standards, and, in addition to artistic
secretary, executive secretary and a number
of guest experts contributed to the activity of
choosing films.”

He emphasized that: “However, the process
of admitting works was carried out by the

responsibility of the executive board, and me in
person.”

About distribution and showing of films,
Tabatabaeinejad explained: “The package
of selected films of previous years has been
delivered to TV channels, and are currently
being broadcasted. And in regard with the films
of this year’s festival, the required measures
have been taken, and they shall be broadcasted
from different networks and channels.”

The awards of the 9th International 100
Second Films Festival

Tabatabaeinejad also explained about the awards
considered to be granted to the selected films of
the 9th International 100 Second Films Festival:
“In national competition section, one main
award is considered for the director of the best
film, which consists of an amount of 70,000,000
Rials, a memorial statue and a diploma of honor.
Also, in documentary section, a memorial statue
and a diploma of honor are considered.”

As Tabatabaeinejad explained, in fiction section,
a memorial statue and three diplomas of honor,
and the amounts of 50,000,000 Rials and
20,000,000 Rials shall be awarded. In moral
cinema section, in which the films shall be
chosen from among the debut films of 32nd Fajr
Festival, three awards, each for the amount of
40,000,000 Rials is considered.

The artistic secretary of 100 Second Films
Festival went on: “Our colleagues in Sooreh
Cinematic Organization have decided to present
three awards in the categories of the best scenario,
the best director, and the best film or actor (the
last one not finalized yet) to three of debut films
of Fajr Festival. Selection of those works shall
be made based on drawing votes from a statistic
society.”

About the support gift awarded by Documentary
& Experimental Film Center, Tabatabaeinejad
said: “Documentary & Experimental Film
Center has considered a cash award of up to
400,000,000 Rials for this purpose, which shall
be considered as production expense, and a
precondition of its granting for film production is
ratification of the film scenario by Documentary
& Experimental Film Center.

20 countries are present at international section
Ali Ghorbani, the executive secretary of 100

Second Films Festival explained about the
works admitted to this festival: “The secretariat
has been active for about one year, to receive
films, and during this period, 1472 people
presented their works. The total number of films
received by the secretariat has been more than
1500 ones.”

Ghorbani, pointing out that 41 works from 20
countries have attended the international section
of the festival, went on: “The greatest share of
participants in national cinema section belongs
to Tehran, with 711 works. In national section,
94 films compete, and 106 ones are admitted in
out of competition section.”

Ghorbani explained that the 9th International
100 Second Films Festival shall be held
simultaneously in Tehran and nine provinces
of North Khorasan, Golestan, Semnan, Qom,
Esfahan, Kurdistan, Booshehr, and Mazandaran,
and also in UAE.

Also, four gatherings and workshops shall be
held simultaneous with this festival in Azadi
Cinema complex, one of which shall consider
the subject of presenting short film to festivals,
and the other shall be held for discussion of the
board of juries with the filmmakers.

The jury of this festival is composed of Reza
Mirkarimi, Amir Mohammad Dehestani, Hadi
Moghadamdoost, Mohammadali Farsi, and
Soheil Jahan Biglari. At the final part of this
gathering, Ghorbani answered the question of if
this festival is to be held annually or biennial in
future: “There is no ratification for this festival
to be held as biennial, but this case is to be
considered in a meeting.”
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